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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINTCH 

SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI ILLNESS 

1 . WE HAVE NOT SEEN WIRE SERVICE STORIES ON CHOU 
EN-LATS FAILURE TO APPEAR AT BANQUET GIVEN MAY 9 
BY SENEGAL'S PRESIDENT SENGHOR, SO AT RISK OF 
DUPLICATION THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED THUS FAR FROM 
THOSE PRESENT. MFA INFORMATION DEPARTMENT OFEICIALS 
CAME TO BANQUET ARMED WITH ALMOST IDENTICAL STORIES. 

CHOU WAS DESCRIBED BY EACH AS "FEELING NOT WELL", 

A CONDITION WHICH WAS ASCRIBED TO HIS "OLD AGE". WHEN 
REUTERS CORRESPONDENT PRESSED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 
MAN AT HIS TABLE HE WAS TOLD THAT CHOU IS NOT 
CONFINED TO BED NOR IS HE IN THE HOSPITAL. HE WAS 
DESCRIBED AS NOT SERIOUSLY ILL. INTERNATIONAL LIAISON 
DIVISION CHIEF MA YU-CHEN WAS NOT PRESENT FOR EITHER BANQUET. 

2. CHINESE LEARNED OF CHOU'S ABSENCE FROM BANQUET 
WHEN RADIO PEKING MORNING OF MAY 10 REPORTED EVENT 
WITH LI HSIEN-NIEN HEADING LIST OF CHINESE LEADERS 
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AND LI'S MEETING WITH SENGHOR AFTERNOON OF MAY 9. 

3. COMMENT: BHUTTO ARRIVES MAY II WHICH SHOULD BE 
ANOTHER REQUIRED APPEARANCE FOR CHOU. 

BRUCE 
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